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PORTUGUESE DOMINION IN THE 
EIO NEGRO. 



THE subject divides itself into two parts : — 

1. The period preceding 1692. 

During this period, whatever might be 
the theoretical claims of the Portuguese to 
sovereignty in the Rio Negro, there is only a 
single recorded instance — in 1658 — of a Portu- 
guese expedition having actually entered the 
river ; no mission was established on its banks, 
nor any political control exercised over its native 
inhabitants. 

2. The period from 1692 to 1732, during which 
the Portuguese dominion was gradually extended 
up the river. 



1. The Period preceding 1692 to 1732. 

The companions of Pedro Teixeira, in his 
famous voyage to Quito, were the first Portuguese 
who saw the dark waters of the Rio Negro enter 
the Amazon ; but Teixeira did not, either in his 
voyage up-stream in 1638, nor in his return 
journey in the following year, make any attempt 
to explore the river. 

In the Brazilian Mimoire^ it is suggested that 
the expedition of Bartholemeo Barreiros de 
Athaide, which the historian Berredo^ mentions 
as being dispatched by the Governor in 1649 in 
search of the Rio do Ouro, was the first Portu- 
guese expedition to the Rio Negro. 

No evidence is produced in support of this 
conjecture, which can be proved to be incorrect. 

The origin of this voyage of Barreiros can be 
traced to a Petition of a certain Ignacio de Rego 
Barretto, one of the companions of Teixeira, who 
asked for the Royal permission and assistance to 
conduct an expedition in search of the gold 
mines, which, according to native report, were to 
be found in the neighbourhood of the Rio do 
Ouro or Jupura. Two Minutes attached to this 
Petition show that the information contained in. 

1 P. 65. 2 Annaes, §§ 950 and 951. 
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it was regarded as of great importance, and the 
request as worthy of serious consideration.^ In 
the notice of the expedition of Barreiros given hy 
Berredo,* that historian remarks : " and Ignacio 
do Rego worked in such fashion in the sending 
of it out, that with a preparation of little more 
than a month on 24th August, 1649, it left the 
city of Belem," The fate of the expedition is 
told by the Spanish Eranciscan missionary, 
'Ft. Laureano de la Cruz, in his narrative of his 
descent of the Amazon from Quito to Pard in the 
year 1650-51.^ Among the villages of the 
Omaguas, about 24 leagues above the mouth of 
the River Jurua, Fr. Laureano heard from the 
natives that a Portuguese troop had been in those 
parts in search of gold, and had returned. Lower 
down by the River Tapajos the Spanish Priar fell 
in with a certain Manuel de los Santos, who told 
him that the troop he had heard of among the 
Omaguas had been sent up "by the Duke of 
Braganza " in search of some mines of gold, of 
which information had been given that they had 
spent some time in the search, but without 
result, and many had died. According to 
Berredo, Barreiros himself was among those who 
perished in this unfortunate undertaking. 

The years 1653 to 1662 form an epoch in the 
history of the State of MaranhSo-Pard, the epoch 
of Antonio Vieyra. 

This famous Jesuit Father landed at Sao Luis 
early in 1653,^ and at once, with extraordinary 
zeal and eloquence, set on foot a crusade against 
the cruel and wholesale enslaving of the Indians 
which he found practised. Baffled in his first 
efforts, Vieyra sailed to Lisbon in November 
1654, and brought the matter personally before 
the King. He met with strong opposition, but 

3 Bibl. Nac. de Lisboa, Lenibretes, No. d'ordem 579 : The 
date of this Petition is the 22nd February, 1644. It is 
important for the light that it throws upon the position of 
Teixeira's JRio do Ouro, discussed elsewhere. Barretto was at 
this time Provedor Mor of the Pazenda Real in Maranhao, and 
at a later time Sargento Mor {vide " Azevedo, Os Jesuitas no 
Grao Para," pp. 43, 45, 48, &c.). 

* Annaes, §§ 950-951. This reference to Ignacio do Eego 
is omitted in. the version of this passage given in the Brazilian 
Memoire, p. 65. 

^ Naevo descobrimento del Rio de Maranon .... escrito por 
la obediencia de los Superiores en Madrid, ano de 1653, por 
Fr. Laureano de la Cruz, printed in Sdggio di Bibliografla 
geograjica, storica, etnograjica San Frandscana, por Fr. Marcel- 
lino da Civezza, pp. 259-297. 



was successful. A Law was promulgated April 
1655 which embodied his views. This Law 
declared that only Indians taken in just warfare, 
or prisoners condemned to death and. rescued 
from the cord (" resgatos d, corda "), should be 
enslaved. Such "rescued" slaves were to be 
emancipated at the end of five years. This Law 
enacted further that no slave-making expeditions 
(euphemistically called "rescue-troops" — tropasde 
resgates) should start except by direction of the 
Superior of the Jesuits (i.e., Vieyra himself) ; 
that Indians brought down ("descidos") should be 
settled in such villages ("aldeas ") as the Jesuits 
appointed, which should be under their sole 
control ; that the captains of the rescue-troops 
should be approved by the Jesuits, and all captive 
Indians examined by the missionaries accom- 
panying the troops, in order to certify that they 
were legal trafl&ck.® 

Vieyra returned to Maranhao in the spring of 
1655, and with him a new Governor, Andr6 Vidal 
de Negreiros, a strong and capa1)le man, specially 
intrusted with the carrying out of the new laws 
in the captaincies of Maranhao and Para, which 
were, for the time, united under his jurisdiction. 

The supremacy of Vieyra lasted but a few 
years, but it was a period of great activity. The 
Father'' has himself, the 12th February, 1661, in 
reply to a remonstrance from the Senate of the 
Chamber of Para complaining of the evil plight 
of the Colony owing to the restrictions placed 
upon the slave traffic, given a list of the expedi- 
tions sent out with his sanction since the coming 
into force of the new Law. Among these he 
mentions " the Mission, of the Aroaguizes by 
Padre Francisco Velloso ; that of the Rio Negro 

by Padre Francisco Gon^alves ; and now 

actually another in the B-iver of the Amazons, in 
which the Padre Manuel de Sousa died, and the 
Padre Manuel Pires remained, in which missions, 
and others of less import, there have been 
brought down (" descido ") more than 3,000 free 
Indians and more than 1,800 slaves." 



6 Vieyra, Cartas, torn i, x, and xii. Barros, Vida do 
P. Antonio Vieyra, torn ii, pp. 93-99. Azevedo, Os Jesuitas 
no Grao Para, pp. 57-64. 

7 Resposta que den o P. A. V. ao Senado da Camera do 
Para sobre o resgate dos Indios do Sertao. Obras de P.A.V., 
torn, i, p. 139. Vide also Carta a el Kei, 11th February, 1660. 
Obras, i, pp. 77, 78. 
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These words explain at once the nature of these 
so-called " Missions." They were simply rescue- 
troops (tropas de resgates) placed under the con- 
trol of missionaries, who, as judges, pronounced 
upon the legality of the captures made, and 
whose spiritual duties were confined to the conver- 
sion, hy persuasion or force, of the prisoners. 
There was no question as yet of any serious effort 
to convert the inhabitants of rivers that were 
frequented for the sole purpose of acquiring 
slaves, still less of establishing permanent Mission 
" ald^as " among them. 

Further details upon these Missions may be 
gleaned from Vieyra's writings. In a reply to 
the accusations of Joze de Sampaio (September 
1662) the Padre says : " In the following year of 
1657 the Padres Erancisco Velloso and Manoel 
Pires went up the river of the Amazon, as far as 
the lands of the Aroaguis and Eio Negro, since 
these are the places in which the inhabitants 
hoped for a greater ' rescue ' of slaves .... 
and there entered by this gate of lawful cap- 
tivity in this Mission 600 slaves."^ He pro- 
ceeds to say that as those who wish for no restric- 
tion were not satisfied with these results, another 
expedition was dispatched in 1658, accom- 
panied by — 

"Padres Manoel Pires and Erancisco Gon9alves, 
who had ceased to be Provincial of Brazil. This 
voyage lasted fifteen months, the padres arrived 
as far as the Eio Negro, and by it up to some 
tribes that had never seen a Portuguese ; more 
than 700 slaves were examined according to the 
form of the law of His Majesty as in the previous 
mission .... This mission cost Padre Erancisco 
Gongalves his life .... In the year 1660 Padre 
Manoel de Sousa and Manoel Pires went in a 
mission to the river of the Amazons as far as the 
Aroaguis .... in which nation the said Padre 
built the first church."^ 

8 Bibl. Pub. de Evora. Cod. cxv, 2-1 1 , MS. . " Mas esta 
Misfao [a Mission to the Amazon frustrated in 1656] se 
reciiparon no anno seguinte de 657, e forSo a ella os p*' Fran™ 
Velloso e M*' Pires pelo Ryo das Almazonas ate as terras dos 
Aroaguis e Rio Negro por serem estes os Lugares em q'os 
moradores esperanao mayor reegate de escravos." 

« * * « 

" E entrarao pela dita porta do captiveiro li9ito nesta 
Missao seis centos escravos." 

9 Ihid. : " p« M=' Pires e o p* Fran"^" Glzs., que tinha 
acabado de ser ProYincial do Brazil durou a dita viagem 
quinze mezes; chegarao os p*° at6 o Ryo Negro, e por elle 



The word " mission " in fact gives an altogether 
■wrong impression of the real character of these 
expeditions. Not till 1660 was a church erected 
by Manoel Pires. This was apparently in the 
same locality as that visited by himself and 
Erancisco Velloso in 1657, since the expedition 
is called in both instances by Vieyra the mission 
of the Aroaguis. This tribe at that time lived 
chiefly on the River Urubu. 

Of these " rescue-troops," the only one which 
actually entered the Rio Negro was that of 1658. 
Francisco Gongalves and his companions in that 
year were the first Portuguese who ever made 
their way above the immediate neighbourhood of 
the mouth of that river, and there is no recorded 
instance that any other Portuguese expedition 
followed their example during the following 
thirty-seven years. 

The statement in the Brazilian Memoire, p. 65, 
Note 4)3 — " tout ce que Von a pu verifier quant au 
premier peuplement du Rio Negro, c^est que Pedro da 
Costa Favella et un religieux de Vordre de la Merci, 
frere Theodosio, fonder ent un village de Tarumds et 
d^Aruaguis entre 1868 et 1669 (' Diario de Ribeiro 
de Sampaio,' §§ 297 et 298), et gu'apres eucc, 
Francisco da Motta Falcdo bdtit la forteresse de la 
Barra (Ibid.)" — is pure fiction. It is, like so 
many other statements in this Memoire, made 
on the sole authority of Ribeiro de Sampaio. 
Sampaio has elsewhere been shown to be, as a 
historian, absolutely untrustworthy, and he is so 
in this instance. What is certain is that Pedro 
da Costa Favella in 1664^° with great cruelty 
punished the Aroaguis on the Urubu for an 
attack they had made the previous year ■ on a 
rescue-troop under Captain Antonio Arnau, 
accompanied hy two Mercenarian Priars — JoSo 
da Silva and Raymundo de Noronha. Arnau 
had been killed and one of the Friars wounded. 
Sampaio himself admits explicitly that his asser- 
tion that Pedro da Costa visited the Rio Negro 



acima a algunos gentios que nunque tiahao tiisto Portugiies ; 
fizerao se mais de sette centos escravos examinados na forma 
da Ley de S. Mag^" come tanhem os da Missao passada .... 

Oiistou esta Missao a vida do P« Fran"" Glz Neste 

anno de 660 foi o p« M*' de Sousa co p« M^i Pires em Missao 
pelo ryo das Almazonas ate os Aroaguis . . . . na quelle 
nacao .... edificou o dito p^ a pr* Igr'." 

1" Maranhao conquistado a Jesd Christi .... por Bento 
da Ponseca, cap. 23 MS, da Bibl. Publ. de Evora. Berredo, 
Ajsnaes., 1663, 99. 



in the yeare 1 608 and 1669 vras pure conjecture.^^ 
It can be proved that Pr. Thsodosio's mission to 
the TJrubii belongs to a much la er date. In 
1686 the Captain-Major Hilario de Sousa^^ set 
out on an expedition up the Amazon, in which 
he chastised the Aroaguis on the TJrubu for their 
hostility. At this time Fr. Theodosio was resid- 
ing in the Aldea, de Bocas, near Belem, and there 
was no mission station on the Urubii. Three 
years later, in 1689, the Spanish Jesuit Samuel 
Pritz*^ recounts in his diary that in his descent 
of the Hiver Amazon he was hospitably enter- 
tained by Er. Theodosio in his mission station on 
the Urubti. These two paragraphs (H 297 and 
298) of Sampaio contain, indeed, a medley of 
blunders. His words have suggested that the 
building of the fortress of the Barra took place 
soon after 1668. It was actually erected 1693-94.^* 
He states that the first Commandant was 
Angelico de Barros. There is documentary evi- 
dence that Barros was nominated as Commandant 
in 1702, but never served.''* The names of three 
Commandants appointed^* before 1702 have been 
preserved. It is obvious that Sampaio has con- 
fused the expedition of Pedro da Costa in 1664 
with that of Hilario de Sousa in 1686. 

The reason for this is to be found in the turbu- 
lent history of Maranhao-Para during that 
period. It is impossible here to enter into 
detail s^^ as to the long struggle, marked by 
frequent outbiu'sts of virulence and bloodshed, 
ending in open insurrection between the Jesuits, 
the Priars, and the colonists for the control of the 
slave traffic. In 1661 Vieyra and the Jesuits 
were expelled. The advent of a new King 
(Affonso VI) placed the powers in the hands of 
bis (Vieyra's) adversaries, with the result that a 
new law was promulgated the 12th September, 
1663, which deprived the Jesuits of their juris- 
diction over the Indians,, and gave to the Camera 
the privilege of sending out rescue-troaps and 
naming their captains. All the religious bodies 

*^ SampaiOf in his "■ EeL Hist. Geog. do Rio Branco," aays- 
about 1670 or 1671. 

12 Vida de Gomes Freire de Andrade por Domingos Teyxeii'a. 
Tom. ii, pp. 377-386. 

13 Diario de P. Samuel Fritz, MS. da Bibl. Publ. de Evora. 
1* MSS. Bibl. Nac. de Lisboa. 

1^ Lucio de Azevedo. Os Jesuitas no Gvao Para, cv, 
pp. 101-121. "A Anarehia," 1661-1686. Brit. Mus. Add. 
MSS. 15196. Noticia dos- successos e expulsam dos padrea 
da Companhia, 1662, § 149. 



in turu were to furnish the missionaries for the 
expeditions, hut religious hodies and civil officers 
alike were forbidden to get slaves on their own 
account. 

This law, so far from giving satisfaction to 
any party, was the cause of endless strife. Eor 
many years it remained practically a dead letter, 
until it was repealed hy the influence of Vieyra. 
in 1680. Letters from the Governor, the Bishop, 
the Chambers, and others, had arrived repre- 
senting to the home authorities the miserable 
condition of the captaincies, and a new edict was 
issued. It forbade the enslaving of free Indians, 
enacted that all "rescued" Indians were to be 
placed in the mission alde'as, and that these 
alde'as were once more to be placed entirely in 
the hands of the Jesuits. This was but adding 
fuel to the flames. Such was the resentment 
aroused by this law that finally a seditious rising 
took place. Thoroughly alarmed, the Govern- 
ment dispatched Gomes Freire de Andrade to 
restore order. The new Governor entered on the 
duties of his post May 1685, and, acting with 
vigour and prudence, first put down the revolt 
with severity, and then proceeded to reorganize 
the prosperity of the State.^^ 

This period of anarchy, as it is styled by its 
most recent historian (Lucio d'Azevedo), was 
marked, as might be expected, by decadence in 
colonizing energy and feebleness of missionary 
effort. In 1671 there were, according to Bento 
da Fonseca,^'^ two missionaries in Gurupa in the 
aldea of Desterro and two in the Solimoes ; in 
1679 two in the Rio Xingd, who had charge of 
Gurupa, none in the Solimoes ; in 1688 none 
higher than the Rio Madeira. Gurupa was the 
only fortified post, and this important place had 
been allowed to fall into ruins.^^ But with the 



'* Vida de Gomes Freire de Andrade por Doningos Teyxeira. 
Tom ii. Berredo, Annaes., §§ 1303-1351. Brit. Mus. Add. 
MSS., 15198: Noticias do Marariham por seu procurador, 
Manuel Guedes Aranha. Cap. ii, §§ 200-252. 

1' Catalogo dos primeiros religiosos da Companhia da Vice- 
Provincia do Maranhao, extrahido de um manuscripto do 
Jesuita Bento da Fonseca, printed by Mello Moraes. Coro- 
graphica-historica do Brasil, iii, pp. 107-899. 

18 In 1689 Manoel Guedes Aranha, Captain of Gurupa, was 
asked to rebuild the fort at his own charges, and in con- 
sequence sent in his resignation, which was declined. In 
1691 Royal orders were sent out that it should be rebuilt as a 
centre for propagating missions. " Cartas do Maranhao." 
Liv. i, §§ 69-77. MS. Bibl. Nac. de Lisboa. 
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restoration of order by Gomes Freire a period of 
greater activity and expansion began. In 1686 
a strong force under the Captain-Major Hilario 
de Sousa ascended the river,^^ and reduced to 
submission the tribes living on the Urubu and 
Matary as far as the mouth of the Negro. At 
the same time, a new law, dated the 21st 
December, 1686,^° and commonly known as " o 
regimento das MissSes," was promulgated, which 
placed the absolute dominion over the Indians in 
the hands of the missionaries. It difPered from 
the Law of 1680 in this, that it extended to the 
other religious orders the powers hitherto con- 
fined to the Jesuits only. It further established 
a register, in which all particulars concerning 
the enslaved Indians had to be entered, and it 
assigned to each one of the missionaries a certain 
number of domestic slaves^^ (" casaes ") for the 
service of the alde'as, and created the office of 
procurator of the Indians; this office to be 
selected from a list of two by the Superior of the 
Jesuits. A further important regulation affected 
the interests of the colonists and accentuated the 
triumph of the Orders, perhaps more than any 
other. This was the prohibition to aU inhabi- 
tants, whether whites or mamelukes, to reside in 
the alde'as under pain of heavy penalties. The 
missionary was henceforth absolute in his alde'a, 
and all clandestine slave traffic became an offence 
liable to punishment. A further Law, the 28th 
April, 1688, reaffirmed the restrictions that only 
prisoners taken in just war, and captives of the 
cord, could be enslaved, and enacted that every 
year a rescue-troop should be dispatched at the 
expense of the Royal Treasury. This last regu- 
lation, through the veiled hostility of the mis- 
sionaries, always jealous of secular intrusion, and 
the indifference of the Governors to expeditions 
which brought them no personal profit, fell into 
practical disuse. 

In consequence of this, the richer inhabitants 
in need of slaves for their factories and planta- 
tions took the matter into their own hands ; hence 
those private rescue-troops, of which mention is 
made in the records of the early eighteenth 
century. The Governors, despite the opposition 

18 Domingos Teyxeira, Vida de Gomes Freire de Andrade, ii, 
pp. 614, 899. 

20 Lucio d'Azevedo, pp. 156-158. 

21 Formerly they had one-third of the descimentos. 



of the heads of the Mission and the loss to the 
Treasury, found it politic to connive at irregu- 
larities whose suppression would have aroused 
popular resentment. 

In 1687 Gomes I'reire was succeeded as 
Governor hy Artur de Sad e Meneses. In his 
hands the policy of consolidation and expansion 
set on foot by his predecessor was vigorously 
pursued, and Portuguese sovereignty in the 
Amazon asserted by the erection of new forts 
and the pushing forward of missionary settle- 
ments. The diary of the Spanish missionary 
Samuel Eritz,^^ who descended the river to Para 
in 1689 and was reconducted by a Portuguese 
escort back to the Spanish Missions in 1691, 
gives an accurate account from the pen of an 
eye-witness of the exact state of the river at those 
two dates. 

Pritz had come down-stream in the first 
instance because he had heard that a Portuguese 
troop had made their way into what he considered 
Spanish territory, the mouth of the Ouchivara 
(Puriis). On his arrival at this place he found 
that the Portuguese had gone away, and then, 
being seized with serious illness, he resolved to 
descend to Para. On his way he met with 
hospitable entertainment for fifteen days at the 
hands of the Mercenarian Priar, Theodosio Vegas, 
in his aldea on the Urubii. While resting 
here the Portuguese troop, accompanied by the 
Jesuit missionary, Joao Muroa Gorsoni, arrived 
from the mouth of the Negro, and with them he 
went down to Belem. At Belem he was detained 
twenty-two months, the Governor awaiting 
instructions from Lisbon. At length permission 
for his return arrived, and he started the 9th 
July, 1691, attended by an escort commanded by 
Antonio de Miranda. At Gurupa, the 26th July, 
he was entertained by the captain, Manoel Guedes 
Aranha, but did not enter the fort. On the 
30th July he passed an old fort at Para ; here 
there were only a sergeant and a few Indians. 
He found at Ouruputaba, the 2nd August, a 
village with Padre Joseph Barreiros, as mis- 
sionary, and four days later at the mouth of the 
Tapajos a new fort with a sergeant. On the 
l7th August the flotilla reached the aldea of 
the Tupinambas: here Padre Antonio Ponseca 
was mission9,ry. After this for six days no 

2!! MS. Bibl. Pub. de Evora. 
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Tillage or Indians were seen. Two days, the 
2nd to the 4ith September, were spent with Prey 
Theodosio on the TJrubu. ' On the 7th September 
Fritz arrived at the mouth of the Eio Negro, 
where, he remarks/^ the King of Portugal had 
some years back ordered a fortress to be made. 
Clearly at this date Father Samuel saw no signs 
of such an erection. While halting here he 
visited the Tarumas, who live on the northern 
bank, and met with the friendliest reception. 
They begged Fritz to remain with them, as their 
Padre, as they had no love for the people from 
Pard. 

Here again two points are evident : first, 
that these people had as yet no Portuguese 
mission-station among them ; secondly, that they 
knew from their own experience and that of 
their neighbours on the Matary and XJrubii, the 
cruel practices of the Portuguese rescue-troops. 

The testimony of Fritz then establishes the fact 
that at the end of 1691 the Portuguese had taken 
no steps to assert their sovereignty over any part 
of the Rio Negro. 



2. The Period im2-\-iZ2. 

The promotion to the Governorship in 1691 of 
Antonio de Albuquerque Coelho de Carvalho, 
the Captain-Major of Pard, a man thoroughly 
acquainted with the Colony and its needs, was 
a proof of the determination of the home 
Government to proceed with the policy of 
restoration and expansion begun by Gomes 
Freire.^ For him, however, as for his prede- 
cessors, the miserable poverty of the Captaincy^^ 
was a great obstacle to the carrying out of any 



'^ Llegamos a la boca del Rio Negro en donde el Rey de 
Portugal anos ha mando se haga una fortaieza. 

^ Antonio de Albuquerque was son, grandson, and nephew 
of former Governors of the State, and had proved his capacity 
by serving under the two previous Governors. His appoint- 
ment was, no doubt, due to the advice of Gomes Freire, 
whose influence in Lisbon, in matters relating to Para, was 
supreme. 

*^ Lucio d'Azevedo, Os Jesaitas no Grao Pard, pp. 132-136, 
gives a terrible picture of the poverty of Para during the last 
decades of the 1 7th century : " Para todos a existencia 
era diiHcil." ''0 commercio interior era nenhum, o certo e 
que em 1700, a unica moeda corrente eram rolos de panno, e 
novellos de algodao, estes ultimos muitas vezes falsificadas, 
coin pedagos de pan, e trapos velhos mettidos no amago." 
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plans involving expenditure. The necessity of 
erecting a fort in the Rio Negro became pressing 
from the moment when Gomes Preire learnt^^ 
that the Rio Negro was constantly frequented 
by Dutch traders who were daring enough to 
come down-stream with their barter goods as far 
as the Madeira. The Royal letter to which 
Eritz refers authorizing the building of fortresses 
is dated the 21st December, 1686,^''' and it was 
Antonio de Albuquerque who was deputed to go 
with an engineer and some experts to select the 
sites. During the Governorship of Artur de 
Sau Meneses nothing was done. That lack of 
funds was the cause is shown by the request 
made to Manoel Guedes Aranha in 1689, that he 
should rebuild the fortress of Gurupa at his own 
charges. Another Royal Order, the 1 9th Feb- 
ruary, 1691, urged that the task should be taken 
in hand, but again without result. Two years 
later, the 17th February, 1693, another Royajl 
letter not only bears evidence to the fact that 
the new fortresses (of Gurupa, Rio Negro, and 
the defences of Belem itself) had not been com- 
menced through the want of journeymen masons 
in the Captaincy, but, while promising to send 
out four from Lisbon, proceeds, '' and inasmuch 
as it will be right that they be paid for their 
work .... and whereas the revenue of my 
Treasury in your State is exhausted and recourse 
thereto cannot be had for meeting this outlay, 
you are to make provision for their payment out 
of the proceeds of the dutiable merchandise and 
blacks "^* — truly a pitiful revelation of the finan- 
cial condition of Maranhao-Para. 

From another letter^^ it appears that work 
upon the block-house in Rio Negro had actually 
begun in June 1693, and it may be assumed that 
it was completed before the end of that year. 
The date upon which the first Commandant 
entered on his duties is unknown, but a copy^*' 
of the letter patent exists, dated the 12th Decem- 
ber, 1696, appointing Luis de Moraes Bitancurt 

2« MS. Bibl. Nac. de Lisboa. Annexe, Vol. i. No. 11. 
The fact that the fort, when erected, was placed 3 leagues up 
the Negro shows that it was not intended to block the 
passage of Spaniards from the Solimoes 

27 Berredo. Annaes, § 1356. 

2^ MS. Bibl. Nac. de Lisboa. Annexe No. 

29 MS. Bibl. Nac. de Lisboa. Royal 1 jtter, 28th November, 
1693 Annexe No. 

*> MS. Bibl. Nac. de Lisboa. Annexe No. 
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" to the post of Lieutenant and officer in charge 
of the block-house of Jesus-Maria-Joseph of the 
Rio Negro, vacant by the death of Ambrosio 
Munis Barreyros."^^ 

The first permanent mission-station on the E-io 
Negro was founded very shortly before the fort 
was built. The erection of the fort implied, 
indeed, the erection of an aldea in its immediate 
neighbourhood for the purpose of supplying it 
with provisions and slaves.^^ The tribe of the 
Tarumas occupied the northern bank of the Rio 
Negro a short distance above its mouth, and 
though these had at times been visited by 
itinerant missionaries accompanying the rescue- 
troops, the evidence of Samuel Eritz proves that 
in September 1691 no attempt had been made 
to establish a mission-station among them. This 
is entirely borne out by the Royal despatch of 
the 6th July, 1691, which states that when 
request had been made in accordance with the 
Royal orders from the Jesuit College for a mis- 
sionary tor the Rio Negro, " no one was supplied 
on account of the deficiency of such persons in 
the State." The poverty of Para was not con- 
fined at this time to its material resources. The 
despatch concludes by urging that a missionary 
should be sent as soon as possible. 

The first steps were taken by order of the 
Superior of the Jesuits, Joao Fellipe, in the 
following year by the agency of Padre Joao 
Maria Garsoni, the same missionary with whom 
Pritz travelled down from the Urubu in 1689. 
Garsoni chose two sites for mission aldeas : one 
on the Matary below the Negro and the other at 
the Tapera {i.e., native village) of the Tarumds 
about 2 leagues above the site of the fortress. 
In 1693 a troop sent up the Amazon under the 
Captain-Major Hilario de Sousa de Azevedo was 
entrusted with the duty of placing two Jesuit 
priests in possession of these missions. The 

'i In a note from a Chronica Manuscripta in Mello Moraes' 
Corographia, iii, p. 39, about the murder of three missionaries 
by the Tapajos in 1649, mention is made of this man : 
"Ambrosio Muniz, filho natural de Antonio Muniz (Sargento- 
Mor do Maranhao). que sobreviven muitos annos, ate que 
depois, sendo superintendente da fortaleza do Eio Negro, 
morreu ja de muita idade." 

32 Padre Domingos de Aranjo, in his Chronica da Companhia 
de Jesus, MS. Bibl. Pub. de Evora, expressly mentions that the 
Mission of the Tarumas was founded " em ordem a assisterem 
e ajudarem a fortaleza," 
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name of the missionary for the Matary was 
Aloysio Corra da Constancieuse ; for the alde'a 
of the Taramas, which received the name of 
Nossa Senhora da Concei9ao, JoSo Jnsto de 
Lucana Toscana.*^* 

About the same date that these two alde'as 
were founded, a Royal letter (19th March, 1693) 
fixed the limits of the mission spheres of the 
Franciscans of the Orders of St. Anthony and of 
Mercy, and of the Society of Jesus. The former 
had the district of the Caho do Norte, the Mer- 
cenarians the north bank of the Amazon as far 
as the Uiubii, while the south bank of the 
Amazon, with the districts of the Rio Negro and 
Solimoes, fell to the Jesuits. But these declined 
the burden of so vast a charge, and, by arrange- 
ment with the Carmelites, another Royal letter 
(29th November, 1694), handed over to the bare- 
footed Friars the whole of the Rio Negro, which 
was taken to reach to the northern bank of the 
Solimoes and the south bank of the Amazon and 
Solimoes west of the Rio Madeira. At^ the same 
time, the district of the Mercenarians was ex- 
tended westward to the mouth of the Rio 
Negro.^^ 

In consequence of this partition, a Carmelite 
Friar, Father JoSo Evangelista, became the mis- 
sionary of the alde'a of Nossa Senhora da Con- 
cei^ao, whose name was changed to that of Santo 
Elias dos Tarumas.^ To this missionary was for 
the time entrusted the spiritual supervision of 
the Rio Negro. In 1695 the Captain Antonio de 
Miranda,^ the same who had escorted Samuel 
Fritz back to his Mission, was sent with a troop 
by the Governor up the Solimoes, with the order 
to investigate, and, if necessary, to resist, the ad- 
vance of the Castilians down that river. Before 
discharging this mission, Miranda made his way 
two days' journey up the Negro, as far as the 
Rio Anavilhanas, to parly with the natives and 



3S« These facts are derived from the Chronica da Companhia 
de Jesus, pelo Padre Domingos de Aranjo, MS. Bibl. Pub. de 
Bvora ; the Chronica do Padre Jose de Moraes, as printed in 
the notes of Mello Moraes {Corographia, iii, p. 495) ; and from 
the Carta Eegia to Governor Antonio de Albuquerque, 28th 
November, 1693, MS. Bibl. Nac. de Lisboa. 

23 Lucio d'AsKvedo. Os Jesuitas no Griio Para, pp. 203 
and 352, 

^ Chronica de Jose' de Moraes, in Mello Moraes' Corographia, 
p. 495, 

86 Brit, Annexe, vol. i, p. 8. 
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to warn them to cease their intercourse and com- 
merce with the "Dutch. Two years later, Albu- 
querque Ooellio himself, accompanied by the 
Provincial of the Carmelites, Prei Manoel de 
EsperanQa, appears to have visited, among other 
Carmelite mission villages, that of Saint Elias 
dos Tarumas, but' not to have proceeded further 
up the Rio Negro. 

During the first two decades of the eighteenth 
century, the attention of the Portuguese was 
directed chiefly to the Hio Solimoes, where the 
ceaseless activity and striking success of the 
Spanish missions, under Padre Samuel Pritz, ex- 
cited their jealousy and alarm. Again and again 
the efforts of expeditions from Para to advance 
into his missionary sphere were thwarted by the 
courage of the redoubtable Jesuit Pather and 
the hold he had upon the affections of the natives. 
At last, in 1709, a Portuguese troop, under 
Ignacio Correa, were put to the rout by a Spanisli 
force, Correa himself and the missionary Er. 
Juan de Luz being captured. To avenge this 
defeat, in 1710 a large expedition was sent up 
the river, who, in the absence of Padre Samuel, 
succeeded in overthrowing the Spanish missions 
of the Ouragans, and in taking Padre Juan 
Baptista Sanna, Eritz's deputy, prisoner.^^ 

During this period nothing was done to extend 
Portuguese dominion in the Rio Negro. The 
records are silent, but from Eritz's diary it may 
be gathered that Er. JoSo Guilherme was, in 
1709, and probably for some years previously, 
the missionary of Santo Elias da Tarumas. In. 
the year 1710, however, a punitive expedition, 
under Matteus de Braga,^''' vpas dispatched to the 
river for the purpose of capturing certain men 
criminally engaged in enslaving the Indians, 
deserters, and freebooters, who, having slipped 
past the block-house, found beyond its jurisdic- 
tion a virgin field for profitable slave-hunting. 
Whether, as a consequence of this expedition of 
Braga or no, something resembling a general 
uprising against Portuguese authority in this 
district took place shortly afterwards. A Royal 
'atter to the Commissary of the Mercenarians 
(12th December, 1712) shows that the Indians, 
in the aldeas of Urubu and Matary had risen 



88 Diary of Samuel Fritz. Bras. Annexe, voL i, Nos. 21 
and 22. 
^^ MS. Bibl. Nac. de Lisboa, Britii^ Annexe. 
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against their missionaries.^^ A passage from a 
petition from the captain of the hlock-house of 
Rio Negro, Diago Roiz Pereira, proves that some 
three years later the state of things had not im- 
proved. Pereira had drawn up a paper " show- 
ing the remoteness of his post, and the great 
scarcity of inhabitants, and the impossibility of 
missionaries going there. As the nearest mis- 
sions are distant four or five days' journey, there 
is consequently no one to administer the Sacra- 
ment to the soldiers who serve in that dep6t, and 
they are all in great need for want of Indians, 
whom they require to send in search of provi- 
sions, and also for stopping the injury done to 
us by hostile natives." ^^ From this it is evident 
that not only were the aldeas of Matary and 
TJrubu still without mission priests, but that 
the alde'a of the Tarumas, with its resident mis- 
sionary, must temporarily have disappeared. 
Such a migration of a body of Indians under 
provocation or alarm was by no means unusual, 
and the notice in a later document*" that Pr. 
Joao Guilherme founded a temporary mission 
upon the River Javapery fits in exactly with the 
supposition that the Tarumas for a while for- 
sook*^ their usual habitat for another higher up 
the river. Be this as it may, they had returned 
to the old aldea before 1719, in which year a 
Royal letter sanctioned the appointment of Pr. 
Jeronimo Coelho to the administration of the 
mission of Santo Elias dos Tarumas.*^ 

This is an important date, for it is the first 
year of the Governorship of Rerredo, and marks 
a change in the Portuguese attitude towards the 
Dutch traders in the Rio Negro. A despatch 
from the new Governor (12th March, 1719^) 
informed the home authorities that " the strong- 
house of. the Rio Negro, established for the sole 

^8 MS. Bibl. Nac. de Lisboa. Cartas do Maranhao. Liv. ii, 
f. 5. 

39 July 13, 1715. MS. BibL Nac. de Lisboa. Cartas do 
Maranhao. Liv. ii, f. 41. 

^ Bras. Annexe, vol. i, No. 51. 

*i At a later time the Tarumas, in their hatred of the 
Portuguese, fled northwards and took refuge in the Dutch 
dominions. A remnant of this once numerous tribe now lives 
near the head of the Essequibo. 

^ MS. Bibl. Nac. de Lisboa. Maranhao Cartas, Liv. ii, 
f. 109. From the terms of this document it may be gathered 
that Coelho had before this been serving as a missionary in 
the Carmelite district of the Eio Negro. 

*3 MS. Bibl. Nac. de Lisboa. Brit. Annexe, vol. i. No. 22. 
[582] F 
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purpose of checking the very serious loss that 
accrues to us from the traffic of the foreigners, 
served merely as a charge on your Majesty's 
Treasury in the position it now occupies, as it 
leaves all the trade free to the Dutch, who intro- 
duce it with the greatest ease through the Indians 
subject to them." He adds that, in accordance 
with his orders, the Captain of the fort was going 
in pursuit of a large Dutch convoy of commo- 
dities on its way to the Manaos, who live in the 
head-waters of the river, and that the said Cap- 
tain and some missionaries of experience had re- 
commended that the site of the fort should he 
moved above the mouth of Javapery** as far as 
the "river of the Dutch," i.e., the E,io Branco. 

The Council received the proposal somewhat 
cautiously and coldly, as was usually the case 
with them in matters which involved expendi- 
ture. Berredo had informed them that the 
convoy had not been seized, as it was out of the 
reach of the Captain, and the King, in a letter 
dated the 20th October, 1720, asks for further 
details about the Dutch traffic, and goes no 
further than to promise the captaincy of the new 
fort of the Rio Branco to Diago E-oiz Pereira, 
provided he will build it at his own expense. 
Another Eoyal letter*^ (1st Eebruary, 1721) 
headed, " In the matter of the patent of Di^go 
Roiz Pereira," shows that the question had at 
that date not advanced beyond the inquiry stage, 
and, as a matter of fact, the fort was never built. 
So far from this being the case, a petition from 
Pereira two years later (16th Pebruary, 1723) 
reveals this unfortunate officer as still at his old 
post, where he had rebuilt the fort, which had 
been burnt down, and was paying a priest at his 
own charge. Under such circumstances, all 
questions of an aggressive policy against the 
Dutch traders fell to the ground. 

Meanwhile, there is a strong consensus of 
evidence, as to the vigour and boldness with 
which the Dutch traders were using their oppor- 



** This reference to the Javapery and missionaries of 
experience points to Fr. Joao Guilherme as the author of this 
information. When on the Javapery he had found the natives 
in regular intercourse with the Dutch and supplied by them 
with ironware and other goods. Bras. Annexe, vol. i, No. 51. 
Jeronimo Goelho no doubt may have also testified to this 
traffic. 

« Brit. Annexe, vol. i. No. 24. 

*6 MS. Bibl. Nac. de Lisboa. Kequerimentos. 
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tunities for pushing their commerce on the Eio 
Negro, alike eastward and westward of the 
mouth of the E,io Branco. Eastward they suc- 
ceeded even in establishing, probably through 
native intermediaries, close relations for their 
mutual advantage with the missionary of the 
aldea of the Tarumas.*''' Like many others in his 
position of whom the records speak,*^ Fr. 
Jeronimo Coelho could not resist the temptation 
of trading for his own profit, and for some years 
he appears to have turned his aldea into an em- 
porium for Dutch wares, and himself to have 
acted as if he were a factor for the Hollanders of 
the Tacutu.*9 

In or about the year 1720 ~Er. Mathias de S. 
Boaventura founded a second aldea on the Rio 
Negro, at Aricari, opposite the chief mouth of 
the Bio Branco, under the name of S. Alberto, of 
the Caboris/" This was a distinct advance, and 
the presence of a mission-station appears to have 
encouraged the dispatch of various rescue-troops 
from the year 1722 and onwards under Thomas 
Teixeira, Manoel de Braga, Eather Joao de S. 
Payo, and Father Joseph de Sousa. The result 

^ Bras. Annexe, vol. i, pp. 90, 104, 106; vol. ii, Rela^ao 
Geographica-Historica do Rio Branco, pp. 11, &c. 

^ An elaborate indictment was made against the mis- 
sionaries by a certain Paulo da Silva Nunes, an account of 
which may be read in Luoio d'Azevedo's Os Jesuitas no Grdo 
Para, cap. vii, Campanha de Libelles. Among the charges is 
the following, : " They are trading also, by means of the 
Indians, with foreign nations — with the Dutch along the Rio 
Negro ; with the Spaniards along the Rio dos Solimoes .... 
Prom this traffic and intercourse of the Indians with those 
nations serious disasters may arise to affect the integrity of 
the State by reason of the disloyalty of the said Indians." 
MS. Bibl. Publ. de Bvora. Azevedo, p. 199, quotes a Royal 
Order, 13th April, 1723, as threatening to withdraw the 
Carmelite and Mercenarian Missions, " for it is certain that 
they are making use of the Indians, as slaves, for their own 
gain and commerce." This was preceded by a Royal Letter 
to the Provincial of the Carmelites, 23rd November, 1722, 
which orders him to inquire into the conduct of certain Car- 
melite missionaries who were not conducting themselves as 
'' religiosos." MS. Bibl. Nac. de Lisboa. Mar. Cartas, Liv. ii, 
f. 221. Vide also Bras. Annexe, vol. i, No. 35. This docu- 
ment (26th May, 1734) contains complaints against the illegal 
slave trading both of Jeronimo de Coelho and of Fr. Mathias 
de S. Boaventura (of Aricari). 

*' The natives seem to have described the Dutch traders as 
coming from th« Tacutu, this being the river by which they 
brought their goods to the Branco. 

^ This appears from the reply of Fr. Math, de S. Boaven- 
tura to the above charge, 10th August, 1734, Brit Annexe, 
vol i, No, 47. . 

f582] G 
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of the presence of a missionary at Aricari and 
of these successive expeditions was to bring the 
Portuguese face to face with the fact that Dutch 
traders, by means of an alliance with the Manaos, 
virtually held possession of the river above the 
mouth of the Negro. These Manaos, who con- 
sisted of a number of tribes scattered along the 
river, but chiefly inhabiting the upper reaches, 
were at this time united in their allegiance to the 
famous Headman Ajuricaba, who, with his fleets 
of canoes flying the Dutch flag, kept the natives in 
subjection, barred the passage of the Portuguese 
troops, and even attacked the Mission-station of 
Aricari. Such were the complaints against the 
Manaos that poured into Governor's ears, that he 
felt compelled to take vigorous action, and the 
legal assent of the Board of missions having been 
obtained, war was declared against Ajuricaba.^^ 
A series of expeditions were dispatched under 
JoSo Paes do Amaral and Belchior Mendes de 
Moraes during the years 1726-31, witli which it 
is unnecessary to deal here in detail. It is suflS- 
cient to say that Ajuricaba's power was com- 
pletely overthrown and himself made prisoner, 
and that afterwards another Chieftain named 
Theodosio and the tribes of the Mayapenas were 
brought into subjection. Serious accusations were 
brought against Belchior Mendes for his barba- 
rous treatment of the offending tribes, and it was 
alleged that his actions were illegal. At least, 
his work was so thorough that from this time 
forward the authority of the Portuguese Crown 
in the Rio Negro up to the mouth of the Caci- 
quiani was undisputed. 

This assertion of dominion was accompanied 
by a rapid increase in the number of mission 
nlde'as upon the river. Already in 1729 there was 
a mission bearing the name of Santa B-ita, of the 
Carajais, or Santa Rita do Pedreira,^^ a little 
below that of Aricari. In 1732 the Mission of 
Santo Elias dos Tarumas was moved higher up- 
' stream, and placed on the opposite bank of the 
river at the mouth of the Rio Jan, and about the 
same date the Missions of St, Angelo, of Dara, 

" Despatch of Governor Joao da Maya Gama, Brit. 
Annexe, vol. 1, No. 36; of Mendon9a Furtado, No. 96. 
Evidence of Ribeiro de Sampaio, p. 114. The question of the 
relations of the Dutch with the Manaos will be discussed 
elsewhere. 

62 Chronica de Jos^ de Moraes (in Mello Moraes' Coro- 
graphia, iii, p. 496). Brit. Annexe, vol. i, No. 40. 
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and St. EKzen, of Marja, were founded above 
Aricari by Fr. Mathias de S. Boaventura.^* 
These aldeas were to become the later townships 
of Aynao, Corvoeiro, Poyares, and Burcellos. 

Thus by the year 1732 the conquest of the 
river was an accomplished fact, and the founda- 
tion firmly laid of the future captaincy of Santo 
Jos6 do Rio Negro. 

(Signed) George Edmundson. 



^^ 'Chronica de Jos^ de MofaeS (in Mello Moraes* Ci'o- 
■graphid, iii, p. 496). Brit. Annexe, vol. i, No. 40. 
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